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The Political Economy of J langnan’s Famine In 1708

BU Yong-jian
(Department of History, The Chinese University of Hongkong, Hongkong 999077, China)

Abstract: This paper studies the natural disaster and famine in Jiangnan during 1705 and 1708. It ex-

plores the fluctuation of grain prices, the famine relief provided by the state, and actions taken by vari-
ous social groups in the affected area. It discusses thé interaction among the state, the market, and the

society in the early 18th century, China.

Key words: Jiangnan; famine; grain price; famine relief
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